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All contractors 
submit certification 
application form to 

DFD prior to bidding

Contractor is 
certified to bid up to 

certain dollar 
threshold(s) within 
division(s) of work

Certified MEPs 
submit a bid to DFD

DFD publishes bid 
tab (names and 

amounts) of MEP 
bids

DFD identifies 
lowest qualified 

responsible certified 
MEP bidder in each 
division of work and 
publishes identified 
successful MEP bids 

on website

Certified General 
Prime Contractors 
(GPC) submit a bid 

using identified 
successful MEPs

DFD publishes bid 
tab (names and 

amounts) of GPC 
bids

DFD notifies the 
lowest qualified 

responsible certified 
GPC bidder w/ 
contract offer

GPC enters into 
contract w/  state. 

GPC enters into 
separate contracts 
with identified low 

MEPs

MEPs enter into 
contracts with GPC. 

Contracts must 
include provisions 

from 16.855(14m)(a) 
(b)(c)(d) and (19)(b)

DFD issues a notice 
to proceed to the 

GPC

Certification Phase

Is contractor 
certified to bid? No

Yes

DFD reviews 
certification 

application to 
ensure compliance 

with criteria listed in 
16.855(9m)

Does contractor 
meet criteria?

Yes

Contractor is not 
certified. In some 
cases, DOA/DFD 

may request more 
information to reach 

certification 
decision

No

A. Certification Phase

Prior to bidding

B. Bidding Phase C. Contracting Phase

Within 30 days of 
GPC bid opening

Within 48 
hours of GPC 
bid opening

General Prime 
Contractor (GPC) 

bid date
(within 5 days of 

publication of 
successful MEPs)

Within 5 days 
after MEP bid 

opening
MEP bid date

Within 48 hours
of MEP bid 

opening
Notice to Proceed

DFD publishes final 
contract award 
information on 

website
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